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Pttntller Sports News 
EASTERN IlLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director 
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345-4166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Sept. 27, 1983 
LS-AS-FB STATE-
"F'B OP'P 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's football team enters a strenuous 
five-game October schedule hosting one of the Ohio Valley Conference's best teams, 
Youngstown State's Penguins. 
The Panthers and Penguins meet at 1:30 p.m. Saturday (Oct. 1) in a Homecoming 
contest at EIU's O'Brien Stadium. 
EIU has won three of its first four games while YSU is 2-1, the only loss a 28-23 
setback to the defending NCAA I-AA national champs Eastern Kentucky. 
"We've won two in a row and that gives us a little momentum coming back home to 
face an opponent as strong as Youngstown State," said Eastern coach Al Molde. 
"Our defense played particularly well in shutting down Northeast Missouri (42-0) 
last week and we showed we could move the ball through the air. It's now simply a matter 
of working each week to improve upon what we've accomplished." 
Statistically the two teams are almost even as EIU averaged outscoring opponents 
32-11 while Youngstown State holds a 33-21 margin. The Penguins have rolled up 456 yards 
per game to EIU's 380 per contest. 
Halfback Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood) is the nation's No. 6 rusher with 115 yards 
per game, and ranks 16th in all-purpose running with a 137 yard average. 
Robert Williams (Chicago-Dunbar), senior free safety, is tied for second in pass 
interceptions with four, an average of 1.3 per game. 
"Their quarterback, Jamie DeVore, is a talented individual who excels at both running 
and throwing the ball but he's also working behind a line that averages over 6-2, 250 





THE GAME: Eastern Illinois University (3-1) hosts Youngstown State (2-1) at 1:30 p.m. 
CDT, Saturday, October 1 at O'Brien Stadium, Charleston, IL 
RADIO: All the action can be heard over 50,000 watt WLBH-FM, 97 on the dial, beginning 
with the Al Molde pre-game show at 1:15 p.m. Ken Wooddell calls the play-by-play 
with Doug Bock providing commentary. 
SERIES STANDING: Youngstown State holds a 7-3 lead. The Penguins won the first five 
beginning with a 27-14 victory in 1973. EIU first won 26-22 in the 
1978 NCAA II semifinal enroute to the national title. 
COACHES RECORD: EIU's Al Molde, in his first year with the Panthers, is 3-1, and 77-43-6 
overall. He has had nine winning seasons in 12 years of coaching at 
Sioux Falls College, Minn-Morris and Central Missouri. 
YSU's Bill Narduzzi, in his ninth year of coaching, all at Youngstown 
State, is 54-35-1. His 1978 team was eliminated in the NCAA II playoffs 
and the 1979 team finished second in the nation behind Delaware. 
LAST YEAR: In a seesaw contest the Panthers came from behind three times to pull out a 
27-23 victory as Jerry Wright caught an 11 yard TD pass from Jeff Christensen 
with three minutes left in the game. Kevin Staple had his best all-around 
game rushing 27 times for 159 yards including an 88 yard TD run. He also 
caught two passes for 11 yards and returned two kickoffs for 36 yards to tally 
206 all purpose yards. Robert Williams led the defense with 12 tackles in-
cluding nine solos. 
LAST ~~EK: Eastern downed Northeast Missouri 42-0 shutting out the Bulldogs for the first 
time in four years. Robert Williams's two pass interceptions and fumble 
recovery led the defense which altogether got nine turnovers, six pass inter-
ceptions and three fumble recoveries. Receiver Jerry Wright (Chicago-Collins) 
caught nine passes for 162 yards and QB John Rafferty (Mt. Carmel) threw for 
210 yards and three TD passes, all to Wright. Halfback Kevin Staple (Markham-
Thornwood) rushed for 106 yards. 
Youngstown beat Western Illinois, 42-14, as Jamie DeVore passed for 264 yards 
and two touchdowns and ran for another. 
ABOUT EIU: The Panthers are moving up in NCAA I-AA weekly statistics. Kevin Staple is 
6th in rushing with a 115 yard average, and 16th in all-purpose running at 
137 per game. Robert Williams is tied for second with four pass interceptions. 
John Rafferty is 13th in passing efficiency completing 58% for 162 yards per 
game and seven touchdowns. In team stats, the Panthers are third in turnover 
margin getting 21 total and only losing the ball 10 times for a plus figure of 
2.1 per game. EIU's rushing defense is 8th allowing just 59 yards per game, and 
and lOth in overall defense with 215.5 yards given up. Gary Bridges (South 
Belmar, NJ/Arizona Western CC) replaced Charlie Person, out with an iniurv, 
returning punts and had four for 48 yards. 
PLAYER OF THE WEEK: Jerry Wright (Chicago-Collins), junior wide receiver, was named the 
Mid-Continent Conference Offensive 'Player of the Week'. It's the 
third straight week an EIU player has been selected for the offensive 
honor. Kevin Staple and Wes Nixon have been chosen the previous two 
weeks. Wright caught nine passes for 162 yards and three TDs of 11, 
14 and 44 yards. For the season he has 14 catches for 273 yards, 68.2 




ABOUT YSU: QB Jamie DeVore, a 5-8 junior, is the key to the Penguins offense as he 
ranks 3rd in the nation in total offense with 298 yards a game, and is 4th 
in passing efficiency. He already has nearly 900 yards passing in just three 
games. His two favorite receivers are tight ends Frank Pokorny and John Goode 
who combined have over half of that yardage. Junior tailback Robert Thompson 
is 14th in the nation in all-purpose running with 145 yards a game. Conse-
quently, YSU is No. 5 in total offense averaging 456 yards a game and tied for 
8th in scoring offense with 33 points per game. The Penguins passing offense 
is 5th with 298 yards per contest. 
MOLDE ON EIU: "We play five games in October and there are no breathers so the most 
challenging part of our schedule is coming up. Fortunately five of the 
remaining seven are at home. Right now we are simply concentrating on 
refining our game. I'm pleased we were able to make some offensive adiust-
ments last week and get our passing game in gear. As we've said all along, 
we're striving for balance in our attack and are confident in our ability 
to move the ball. The defense came up with an excellent effort at North-
east Missouri • • • our turnover ratio is one of the best in the country 
and it's a credit to the defense which comes up with the big play when 
needed." 
MOLDE ON YSU: "I'd say they are a team certainly comparable to Southern Illinois so we 
are looking at a similar contest. They have one of the biggest offensiue 
lines we'll see (6-2, 250) and run out of a double tight end set. Even 
though they lost their all-american runner, Paris Wicks, they've come up 
with another one in Robert Thompson, plus DeVore is going to be the best 
quarterback we've faced at this point. They're averaging well over 400 
yards a game and we're giving up only half of that so something's got to 
give." 
MID-CONTINENT STANDINGS: MCC 
w L Points w L Points 
Southwest Missouri 2 0 56-22 3 0 92-34 
Eastern Illinois 0 0 3 1 129-45 
Western Illinois 0 1 9-21 1 3 60-115 
Northern Iowa 0 1 13-35 1 3 56-123 
OPPONENTS THIS WEEK: Illinois State (2-2) hosts Indiana State (4-0) 
Southern Illinois (4-0) at Arkansas State 
Grand Valley (1-2) at Wayne State 
Northeast Missouri (1-3) hosts Northern Michigan 
Akron (3-1) hosts Middle Tennessee 
Northern Iowa (1-3) at Western Illinois (1-3) 
Southwest Missouri (3-0) hosts Southeast Missouri 
Western Kentucky (0-3) hosts Southeast Louisiana 
EIU STARTERS: OFFENSE 
SE 9 Jerry Wright (5-11, 170, Jr.) 
LT 70 Brad Mars (6-3, 310, Jr.) 
LG 50 Kent Lawrence (6-1, 240, Sr.) 
C 68 Teddy Coopwood (5-11, 220, Sr.) 
RG 79 Mike Kuhn (6-1, 240, Jr.) 
RT 65 Alvin MCMurray (6-2, 260, Sr.) 
TE 82 Dirk Androff (6-7, 240, Sr.) 
QB 10 John Rafferty (6-2, 185, So.) 
HB 8 Kevin Staple (5-8, 180, Sr.) 
FB 3 Wes Nixon (5-7, 170, Sr.) 
FL 81 Jim Schmidt (5-10, 170, Jr.) 
DEFENSE 
LE 66 Greg Duncan (6-1, 205, Sr.) 
LT 71 Dean Magro (6-0, 235, Fr.) 
RT 76 Chris Nicholson (6-0, 240, Sr.) 
RE 85 Tom Moskal (6-1, 220, So.) 
SSB 55 Ortega Jackson (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
ILB 33 Tyrone Covington (5-11, 210, Jr.) 
ILB 59 Dave Fergurson (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
WLB 5 Reggie Taylor (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
LCB 12 Doyle Foster (5-9, 155, So.) 
RCB 42 Gary Bridges (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
FS 28 Robert Williams (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
1983 EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL STATISTICS (3-1) 
RUSHING G ATT GAIN LOST NET P/GAME P/CARRY TD LONG 
Kevin Staple 4 82 478 18 460 115.0 5.6 5 77(GUS) 
Wes Nixon 4 52 214 9 205 51.2 3.9 14(ISU) 
Tyrone Davis 4 14 96 96 24.0 6.8 18(ISU, GUS) 
Roy Ellis 3 11 107 107 26.7 9.7 22(NEMO) 
John Rafferty 4 19 13 91 -78 7(GUS) 
Sean Payton 2 3 11 11 5.5 3.7 1 10(ISU) 
Gary Scott 2 3 1 11 -10 1 1(NEMO) 
Calvin Pierce 2 1 4 4 4.0 4.0 4(NEMO) 
Team 1 16 -16 
EIU TOTALS 4 186 924 145 779 194.7 4.2 7 77(GUS) 
OPPONENTS 4 143 470 233 237 59.2 1.6 4 35(ISU) 
PASSING G CPL ATT INT YDS PCT P/GAME P/CPL P/ATT TD LONG 
John Rafferty 4 54 9z -5 651 .581 162.7 12.0 "T.'1 7 44(ISU,NEMO) 
Gary Scott 2 2 8 1 32 .250 16.0 16.0 4.0 5(GUS) 
Sean Payton 2 1 3 1 60 .333 30.0 60.0 20.0 1 60(NEMO~ 
EIU TOTALS 4 57 103 7 743 .553 185.7 13.0 7.2 8 60(NEMO) 
OPPONENTS 4 51 131 12 625 .389 156.2 12.2 4.8 1 44(SIU) 
PASS RECEIVING G REC YDS P/CATCH P/GAME TD LONG TEAM TOTALS EIU OPP 
Jerry Wright 4 14 273 19.5 68.2 4 44(NEMO) First Downs 72 57 
Wes Nixon 4 12 69 5.7 17.2 3 16(GUS) by Rushing 37 17 
Dirk Androff 4 5 100 20.0 25.0 44(ISU) by Passing 31 2<1 
Kevin Staple 4 11 76 6.9 19 .o 18(NEMO) by Penalty 4 11 
Pat Blair 4 3 34 11.3 8.5 14(ISU) TOTAL OFFENSE 1522 R62 
Roger Holoman 4 3 47 15.7 6.7 27(NEMO) per game 38().5 215.5 
Roy Banks 1 1 60 60.0 60.0 1 60(NEMO) total plays 289 274 
Jim Schmidt 4 5 68 13.6 17.0 22(GUS) yds. p/play 5.3 3.1 
Tyrone Davis 4 2 11 5.5 2.7 R(SIU) PENALTIES/YDS 46/405 34/247 
Roy Ellis 3 1 5 5.0 1.7 5(GUS) FUMBLES/LOST 6/3 12/9 
EIU TOTALS 4 57 743 13.0 185.7 8 60(NEMO) 
NET 
PUNTING G NO YDS AVE RET NET AVE LONG SCORE BY QUARTER 
Henry Castellanos 2 TI 501 38.5 86 415 31.9 59(ISU) 
Pat Blair 4 8 298 37.2 37 261 32.6 51 (GUS) EIU 24 40 31 34-129 
Hector Techera 2 5 161 32.2 3 158 31.6 46(NEMO) OPP 7 13 17 8-45 
Team 1 0 
EIU TOTALS 4 27 960 35.5 126 834 30.8 59(ISU) 
OPPONENTS 4 34 1288 37.9 122 1166 34.3 50(SIU) 
RETURNS G KO YDS AVE TD LONG PT YDS AVE TD LONG 
Jerry Wright 4 4 49 12.2 18(GUS) 
Charlie Person 3 11 51 4.6 11 (SIU) 
Wes Nixon 4 1 12 12.0 12(SIU) 
Gary Bridges 4 8 71 8.9 lR(NEMO)' 
Pat Blair 4 1 3 3.0 3(GUS) 
Calvin Pierce 2 1 5 5.0 5(NEMO) 
Kevin Staple 4 1 13 13.0 13(SIU) 
EIU TOTALS 4 8 82 10.2 18(GUS) 19 122 6.4 18(NEMO) 
OPPONENTS 4 10 201 20.1 30(NEMO) 18 141 7.8 21 (ISU) 
SCORING G TD PAT/K PAT/R-P FG SAF POINTS 
Henry Castellanos 2 5-6 3-3 14 
Wes Nixon 4 3 18 
Kevin Staple 4 5 30 
Sean Payton 2 1 6 
Team Safety 1 2 
Team 0-1 
* Chris Nicholson 4 1 6 
Jerry Wright 4 4 24 
Roy Banks 1 1 6 
Hector Techera 2 11-11 0-3 11 
Doyle Foster 3 1 6 
Gary Scott 2 1 6 
Dave Strauch 1 0-1 
EIU TOTALS 4 17 16-17 3-8 1 129(32.2) 
** OPPONENTS 4 6 4-5 1-1 1-1 45(11.2) 
* Intercepted Fumble 
** Includes blocked punt in end zone 
NAME G T AT 
Tyrone Covington 4 13 30 
Dave Fergurson 4 10 18 
Reggie Taylor 4 14 14 
Ortega Jackson 4 2 15 
Robert Williams 4 14 14 
Greg Duncan 4 9 10 
Chris Nicholson 4 19 10 
Elvin Carmichael 1 1 1 
Tom Moskal 3 5 6 
Frank Walsh 1 
-
1 
Dan Fallon 4 6 6 
Gary Bridges 4 6 5 
Doyle Foster 3 4 4 
Brian Newby 2 3 1 
Charlie Person 3 4 2 
Dean Magro 4 4 5 
Ira Thompson 4 4 3~ 
Robert DeVita 4 - 1 
Greg Coopwood 4 1 6 
Jerry Jackson 1 
-
2 
Reggie Drew 2 1 1 
Scott Roberts 1 - 2 
Pete Schaub 1 
-
1 
* includes 76 yard intercepted fumble 




SACKS TFL (yds) FF FR INT/YDS/TD FG PAT PASS 
2~ (-20) 2~(-7) 
- -
1/4/0 - - 1 
1~ (-17) ~(-1) - 1 
1~ (-20) ~(-1) - - 1/6/0 - 1 
1 (-10) - - 1 1/5/0 - - 1 
-
1(-1) - 1 4/105/0 
- -
1 
2~ (-26) 2(-3) - 1 
5~ ( -32) 2(-4) 1 2 1/76/1 * 
~ (-10) 
~ (-13) 1(-2) - 1 
1 (-6) - - - 1/0/0 
- - - -
1/0/0 
- - - -
1/22/1 
- - - -
1/12/0 
1~ (-16) - 1 1 - - - 2 
1 (-15) 
1 (-6) 
- - - -
1/2/0 
SACKS(QB only) TFL(tackles for loss) FF(forced fumble) 





at Illinois State (6864) 
at Southern Illinois (12,800 est) 
Grand Valley State (6400 est) 
at Northeast Missouri (4000 est) 
PUNT 
.I 
